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Fort George.
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were three Braces, one of the Irish line, one of the Scottish line, and himself of the English line. He said he was shewn it in the Herald's office spelt fourteen different ways1. I told him the different spellings of my name3. Dr. Johnson observed, that there had been great disputes about the spelling of Shakspear's name ; at last it was thought it would be settled by looking at the original copy of his will; but, upon examining it, he was found to have written it himself no less than three different ways.
Mr. Ferae and Major Brewse first carried us to wait on Sir Eyre Coote", whose regiment, the 37th, was lying here, and who then commanded the fort. He asked us to dine with him, which we agreed to do.
Before dinner we examined the fort. The Major explained the fortification to us, and Mr. Feme gave us an account of the stores. Dr. Johnson talked of the proportions of charcoal and salt-petrc in making gunpowder, of granulating it, and of giving it a gloss4. He made a very good figure upon these topicks. He said to me afterwards, that 'he had talked ostentatiously*.' We reposed ourselves a little in Mr. Feme's house. He had every thing in neat order as in England ; and a tolerable collection of books. I looked into Pennant's Tour in Scotland. He says little of
1 Bruce, the Abyssinian Traveller, found in the annals of that region a king named Jims, which he chooses to consider the genuine orthography of the name. This circumstance occasioned some mirth at the court of Gondar. WALTER SCOTT.
' See ante, ii, 194, note 2, and fiost, Sept. 2. Johnson, so far as I have observed, spelt the name Bosivel,
3  Sir Eyre Coote was born in 1726.    He took part in the battle of Plassey in 1757, and commanded at the reduction of Pondichcrry in 1761.    In 1770-71 he went by land to Europe.    In 1780 he took command of the English army against Hyder Ali, whom he repeatedly defeated.    He died in ^83.   Chalmers's Biog. Diet. x. 236.    There is a fine description of him in Macaulay's Essays, ed. 1843, iii. 385.
4  See ante, iii. 411.
5  Reynolds wrote of Johnson:—' He sometimes, it must be confessed, covered his ignorance by generals rather than appear ignorant.' Taylor's Reynolds, ii. 457.
thisd he would breakfast in Scotland.' Johnson's Works, ix. 52.
